anaesthesia in the early stages of their training in the specialty. It is not intended to replace more comprehensive text books, but rather to serve as a usable and readily available source of practical information for the inexperienced anaesthetist.
This pocket-size book covers all areas of anaesthesia and includes chapters on neonatal resuscitation, neonatal and respiratory intensive care, burns and shock. The book provides a wealth of up to date, practical information. Comprehensive lists are provided for the requirements and preparation for anaesthetic procedures, with detailed descriptions of the techniques employed. These consist largely of concise and didactic statements. In some areas there is minimal discussion or explanation of contraindications, and complications of the techniques, or alternative ways of managing the problem.
Controversial areas in anasthesia also receive limited discussion.
I consider the book largely succeeds in its aims in catering for the requirements of registrars in their first years of training. For this purpose, I would highly recommend the book, as this is an area largely neglected by currently available texts. The book is also likely to be of considerable value to more advanced trainees in anaesthesia.
G. A. GUTTERIDGE

Development of New Volatile Inhalation
Anaesthetics/Monographs in Anaesthesiology, No. 6. A. B. Dobkin (Editor) 1979. Encerpta Medica; $US70.25; pp. 370; 245 x 170. This book contains a wealth of information about past and current anaesthetic agents with a glimpse into the future. Although some data is not original, the compilation is excellent and the few unique items are an added bonus.
A chapter on past agents provides a useful summary of agents which have largely fallen out of favour; the vinyl and ethyl ethers, chloroform, trichloroethylene. cyclopropane, ethyl chloride and fluoxene. There is also a
